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Abstract:

Global climate appears to be changing at an unprecedented rate. Climate change can be caused by several
factors that include variations in solar radiation received by earth, oceanic processes (such as oceanic
circulation), plate tectonics, and volcanic eruptions, as well as human-induced alterations of the natural
world. Many human activities, such as the use of fossil fuel and the consequent accumulation of greenhouse
gases in the atmosphere, land consumption, deforestation, industrial processes, as well as some agriculture
practices are contributing to global climate change. Indeed, many authors have reported on the current
trend towards global warming (average surface temperature has augmented by 0.6 degrees C over the past
100 years), decreased precipitation, atmospheric humidity changes, and global rise in extreme climatic
events. The magnitude and cause of these changes and their impact on human activity have become
important matters of debate worldwide, representing climate change as one of the greatest challenges of
the modern age. Although many articles have been written based on observations and various predictive
models of how climate change could affect social, economic and health systems, only few studies exist
about the effects of this change on skin physiology and diseases. However, the skin is the most exposed
organ to environment; therefore, cutaneous diseases are inclined to have a high sensitivity to climate. For
example, global warming, deforestation and changes in precipitation have been linked to variations in the
geographical distribution of vectors of some infectious diseases (leishmaniasis, lyme disease, etc) by
changing their spread, whereas warm and humid environment can also encourage the colonization of the
skin by bacteria and fungi. The present review focuses on the wide and complex relationship between
climate change and dermatology, showing the numerous factors that are contributing to modify the
incidence and the clinical pattern of many dermatoses.

Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Extreme Weather Event, Food/Water Quality, Food/Water Quality, Meteorological Factors, Temperature

Extreme Weather Event: Flooding, Hurricanes/Cyclones

Food/Water Quality: Biotoxin/Algal Bloom, Biotoxin/Algal Bloom, Pathogen, Pathogen

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

Author(s): Balato N, Ayala F, Megna M, Balato A, Patruno C
Year: 2013

Journal: Giornale Italiano Di Dermatologia E Venereologia : Organo Ufficiale, Societa
Italiana Di Dermatologia E Sifilografia. 148 (1): 135-146
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 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Cancer, Dermatological Effect, Respiratory Effect

Respiratory Effect: Upper Respiratory Allergy

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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